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Murray C. Kemp  Professor
School of Economics, University of New South Wales

[ have visited the RIEB several times. On all occasions, I have been made very
welcome, both by the faculty and by the helpful library staff.

Like the other leading Japanese academic research institutes (at Osaka University, Kyoto
University and Hitotsubashi University) the RIEB seems to increasingly focus on the analytical
problems and policy issues generated by the world economy, rather than on narrowly Japanese
issues. I think this is a very desirable trend, for at least two reasons.  First, it means that Japan,
a wealthy country, is increasingly contributing to the flow of research devoted to world-wide
problems.  Second, it brings the faculty of the RIEB into an increasingly close and mutually
beneficial relationship with foreign scholars. The recent visits of Professors Ngo Van Long
and Winston Chang to the RIEB, as well as the series of conferences organized by the Section,
attest to this trend.  The joint research which has grown out of these contacts has been
considerable. [ therefore venture to suggest that these contacts be continued and even
increased.

The publication and conference-attendance record of the International Economic Studies
Section is one to be proud of.  However, close scrutiny of the record reveals that only a small
proportion of the articles have appeared in leading international journals, and only a small
proportion of the books have been published by interational publishers.  This is a pity ; for it
means that the work of the Section is reaching an unnecessarily small audience. [ therefore
suggest that members of the Section try to publish more often in the best, most widely read
international journals.
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Seiji F. Naya  Director
Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism, State of Hawaii

1. What is your relationship with RIEB ?

[ was invited to be a visiting professor at the RIEB in the summer of 1991.  During this
time, I was able to work closely with the researchers and developed a very good relationship
with many of the scholars. ~ Since that time, I have continued to work with RIEB researchers
and have often invited them to participate in conferences and studies. Of those in the

International Environmental Studies group, I have worked especially closely with Professor
Shigeyuki Abe.

2. How do you evaluate the research activities of the section you have dealt with ?
[ have high regard for the research of the group. In particular, Professor Abe is very
articulate and contributes greatly to the conferences that he attends. We have worked on
several projects together, and I have great respect for his abilities as an economist.

3. Please make any suggestions regarding the way in which future interactions with your
institution should be handled or structured.
We continue to have a good working relationship with RIEB and would like to continue
the relationship.

4. Please make suggestions regarding the future direction of the section you are evaluating
or RIEB as a whole in terms of enhancing its contribution and reputation as a research
center for economics and management.

One of the important contributions of the RIEB is the high level of participation by
foreign scholars in their activities. The interaction between foreign and Japanese scholars is
extremely beneficial to both sides. I would like to encourage a continuation and possible
expansion of such activities.
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Hal Hill  Professor
Department of Economics and ASARC, Australian National University

I am pleased to receive the invitation. But I also hesitate: 1 have never visited the
Institute, I do not know the Japanese academic system well, and I do not read Japanese, the
language in which a substantial proportion of your output is written.

With these caveats, let me offer the following comments. 1 do so from the limited
perspective of a researcher who works mainly on the economies of Southeast Asia, and
Australia’s relations with them.

My impression from your documentation is that the RIEB is an active and productive
research group, with a number of important activities ranging from academic output to public
outreach. It also seems to have good research facilities and reasonably extensive international
networks.

Of course, as with all such institutes, there does seem to be considerable variation in
academic productivity, with a number of highly productive, international known scholars
alongside others who appear to be a good deal less active. The challenge in these situations is
to reward the highly performing staff, and develop mechanisms to address the role of the less-
productive faculty.

One important issue concerns the international role and orientation of the RIEB. [ may
be mistaken, but I have the impression that this feature is somewhat underdeveloped. Of
course, there are exceptions - some scholars obviously have international reputations, and some
important networking occurs. (One important example of the latter with which I am
tangentially involved is the East Asian Economic Association, which meets every two years,
and to which Professor Abe makes an extremely important contribution as a major organizer of
the very large and successful biennial Congress.)

I wonder whether the RIEB might aspire to a role in Japan similar to that played by the
Kiel Institute for Continental Europe - that is, an internationally oriented institute, with excellent
standards of applied analytical research, drawing on its German base, and focusing primarily on
its immediate region (ie, Europe), but with a thoroughly global perspective on important issues.
If the RIEB could aspire to such a role for a Japanese institution in the Western Pacific context,
[ think it could make a major impact. Such a thrust could build on the domestic resource base,
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including a knowledge of the Japanese institutions, data bases and policy directions as they
affect the region.

One obvious issue concerns the place of Japanese literature in an institute which has
international aspirations. There are obvious resource constraints here, but perhaps there is
scope for a translations program for more research output which is likely to attract a regional
and international readership.  In this context, also, to thoroughly establish RIEB’s intemational
credentials, I believe there is a case for encouraging more staff to publish in internationally-
refereed publications outlets. 1 have the impression for some (but of course not all) staff,
rightly or wrongly, that their work has not been frequently exposed to such an international peer
TEVIEW PIOCEsS.

Finally, in my own area of research, on the Southeast Asian economies, I continue to be
surprised at the paucity of serious Japanese scholarship.  There have, for example, been about
a dozen books in English on the region’s largest country, Indonesia, but if I am not mistaken
these have been written exclusively by Australian and North American scholars. [ am
tempted to conclude that there is something of an imbalance between Japan’s commercial
presence in this region and (if | may say so) its rather modest academic contribution.
Anything which a major institute like RIEB could do to rectify this balance would be most
welcome.  There may also be some scope here for collaboration between the RIEB and the
Australian National University on areas of common research interests. (For your information, [
am enclosing a copy of the annual report of our Indonesia Project.)
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Keizo Nagatani  Professor
Department of Economics, The Univ. of British Columbia

My Relationship with the RIEB.

For 100 days in the spring / summer of 1993 I was a guest scholar with the RIEB. The
Project was a comprehensive study of the Pacific-Rim economies from Oceania to South
America.  The results were published in a book entitled The Economic Development of the

Pacific-Rim Nations and Japan, Keiso Shobo, Tokyo, September 1995 ( in Japanese ). The
Project involved a dozen members of the RIEB.  This team work proved to be extremely

pleasant for a guest member. I have not known a research institute, in Japan or abroad, that
has as congenial a group of individuals as Kobe’s. During my subsequent stay with the
Faculty of Economics I had further opportunities to get to know the activities of the RIEB.

The International Comparative Studies Section :  The Individuals.

This section of the RIEB has only four members but its productivity has been impressive.
Professor K. Ishigaki is an expert on the Oceanic economies and is well known as such.  He
has written extensively on various aspects of the Australian and New Zealand economies,
including the financial sector which is his specialty. Professor S. Katayama has a
background in industrial organization and combines it with international trade. He is
conversant with both theory and practice.  In the afore-mentioned book, he presented an
analysis of the NAFTA and its impact on Japan. His latest book, Imperfect Competition in
Intemational Trade ( contributing co-editor, Kluwar, Boston, 1995 ), is a delightful collection of
articles in that it examines the extent to which the “conventional wisdom™ based on the
assumption of perfect competition carry over to the world of imperfect competition.
Professor S. Nishijima is one of Japan’s leading specialists in Latin American economies,
especially the Brazilian. Latin American economies occupy a special status in international
comparative studies in that some of them, notably Brazil, had long been hailed as the future
giants in the world economy durmg the pmt centuries but never lived up to Ihat mlpectalmn
His 1993 book, Modem La % ) - F 3 abiliza .
Yuhikaku, Tokyo ( in Japanese ), is an mtertshng attempt to answer the question of what went
wrong with these economies.  Professor R. Miyao, a 1994 Harvard Ph.D., is a budding talent
versed in the new empirical macroeconomics. [ had an opportunity to hear him talk on one of
the two papers forthcoming in two prominent jounals while I was in Kobe. It was very well
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presented.

The International Comparative Studies Section : The Teamwork.

Teamwork is difficult, even in the most congenial atmosphere prevailing in Kobe. My
own assessment of the project in which I participated is that it could have been better, had the
“theme” been more firmly established, had the members adhered to the theme better, and had
the members interacted with each other more for greater evenness and synergy. This was the
second such attempt in the RIEB’s recent history. I would like to see a third in the not-so-
distant future that will reach the level a teamwork is capable of achieving.  Given the dynamic
character of the Pacific-Rim economies, this type of team research can indeed be an ongoing
project rather than an occasional collaboration. From the point of view of regional coverage,
the RIEB is short on specialists in Korea and China, the nearest and the most important
neighbors of Japan, which is somewhat upsetting.  Another area in which more strength may
be desirable is ecology and resource management. The management of the Inland Sea
resources and environment alone justifies greater investment by the RIEB in this field in my
opinion.

The RIEB.

With 19 members in all, the RIEB is a compact and fairly efficient research organization,
Jjudged by its fast-growing research outputs. Even so, it may have reached the stage where a
greater amount of coordination is desirable, especially for team research. More flexible term
appointments of the members of the related faculties may also be desirable for greater visibility.
In comparison with other similar research institutes I know, on the other hand, the RIEB looks
better than most. | summarize my evaluation by giving amark of A-.
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Shyam Sunder Professor
Graduate School of Industnal Administration, Camegie-Mellon Univ.

[ was a visiting intemational research scholar in the Intemational Management section of
the Research Institute for Economics and Business Administration for three months (May 22 -
August 21, 1995). Professor Hidetoshi Yamaji was my host, and main contact during the visit.
[ had the opportunity to interact with many other faculty including Professors Abe, Igawa,
[zawa, Kajiwara, Nakano and Yoshihara. I conducted as well as attended several research
workshops during my stay at RIEB, and had the chance to discuss research topics of mutual
interest with the faculty. I also had the chance to meet the faculty of Kobe University’s
Departments of Economics (Mak and Toyoda) and Business Administration (Okabe and
Suzuki). Finally, I had the opportunity to visit several Japanese universities (Kobe Gakuin,
Kochi, Kyusyu, Tokyo Keizai and Tsukuba) and meet many members of their faculty during
these visits. I had made two previous visits to RIEB, and have had the chance to know
Professors Nakano, Yamaji and Yoshihara and their work.

One of my activities at RIEB was working with Professor Yamaji on the Second Kobe
Forum and publication of its proceedings. The Forum attracted important scholars from all over
Japan. It reflected the high regard in which RIEB is held in the academic community. The
quality of papers presented as well as the level of discussion that followed the presentation of
papers was high. Reading and editing the English versions of the papers presented at the Forum
gave me a good opportunity to leam about the important issues in accounting research in Japan.

At the end of my stay, I came away with an impression that RIEB is an exceptional
research organization. It offers excellent environment and facilities for research. Our lunch time
discussions were always peppered with interesting questions and observations. It receives
frequent visitors from other Japanese and foreign universities to deliver their research papers.
The Institute’s library had an exceptionally good collection of reference books, monographs
and joumals in English (and no doubt in Japanese too, though I could not read them myself).
made extensive use of the RIEB library, and received generous assistance from the staff,
especially from Mr. Nakayama who went out of his way to help me find research materials.
Few research organizations in U.S. provide the level of service provided by the RIEB library.

The Institute also provided me excellent office space, secretarial support, research
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assistance, telephone and fax machines, and personal computer. I did not make use of the data
processing section of the Institute. The administrative support for arrangements for my visit,
stay, payments, bank account, etc. Could not have been better. Members of the Institute were
friendly, and went out of their way to make me feel welcome by inviting me (and my family) to
their homes.

My lack of proficiency in Japanese did not allow me the benefit of reading most of the
research work done at RIEB. However, I did get a chance to read many papers in English,
especially the work of Professors Yamaji on accounting for U.S. railroads and the work of
Professor Yoshihara on various international management issues that confront the Japanese
corporations. I found this work to be both original, interesting, and stimulating. I have sent
copies of Professor Yoshihara papers to my colleagues at various times, and cited Professor
Yamayji’s work in my own writings.

The international visitor’s program of RIEB brings foreign and Japanese scholars into
close contact. My visit brought me into close interaction with many excellent scholars in
addition to my hosts. In addition to my projects with Professor Yamaji, I am also doing a book
with Professors Abe, Igawa and Mak (another international visitor), and I hope to do a research
project with Professor Jinushi. My visit to RIEB made it possible for me to leam a great deal
about Japan (though my knowledge is still very sketchy). In this respect, I think RIEB is a great
SUCCESS.

After retuming to my home university from RIEB, we worked on setting up an exchange
relationship between RIEB and a corresponding organization at my university. Unfortunately,
this happened at the time when the president of the university, the dean of our School and the
director of our institute were under transition, and the arrangement could not be finalized. We
hope to take it up at a later date.

Having spent my academic career in U.S., I can hardly avoid the American bias in my
comments. Most common form of academic publication in U.S. takes the form of refereed
journals. Refereed journals have their positive as well as negative aspects. Perhaps, it might be
worth an experiment to start publication of one or more refereed journals from RIEB in a
selected area of interest (such as international management). Such a joumal will try to attract
authors, editors and referees from various universities in Japan and abroad. Such an experiment
will add an exciting element to the excellent research environment RIEB already has.
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LEE Chong-Yeong Professor
Department of Business Administration, Kyungpook National Univ.

1. Relationship with RIEB

When | was Director of the Economics and Management Research Institute of
Kyungpook National University in 1991, | was involved in, together with Prof. Yoshihara, of
RIEB, initiating annual joint seminar between the two research institutes.  Since then the joint
seminar is taking place every vear alternately in Taegu and in Kobe.

Also, I was invited as a Visiting Professor of RIEB from 5 Dec 1994 to 4 March 1995,
and spent the three months at RIEB doing a research on business ethics of Korean and Japanese

MAnNAagers.

2. Evaluation of RIEB research activities

In the field of international business, the books and papers published by the RIEB
research stafls are of high standards and have made useful contribution to academic studies in
the field, as well as provided useful information for government-level or firm-level policy
makers. RIEB should be proud of its achievement.

I and Prof. Yoshihara were involved in a joint research project on the comparative and
empirical studies on business ethics of Korean and Japanese managers and students. It was
very useful exercise and provided empirical information on the subject matter. (1 understand
that the research was the first empirical study in the field in Japan).

RIEB’s annual joint seminar with Kyungpook National University provided very useful
ground for the academic researchers of the both sides to get to know and to exchange research
experiences. However, to make the joint seminar more useful, it would be good if each
seminar could focus on a specific issue and all the papers to be  presented at the seminar deal
with the given issue. The participants do not have to be limited to the research stafls of the
two institutes, but the joint seminar can be a forum in which Japanese and Korean rescarchers
with interests on similar areas can present their research experiences.

3. Future Interactions with the Economics and Management Research Institute of KNU:

It is recommended that joint research projects should be encouraged between the
researchers of the two sides. RIEB and EMRI/ KNU may request their respective researchers
to make proposals for joint researches on selected research topics, using the agreed-upon
research plan, and present the result at the joint seminar,

Topics of such joint researches may be ;

(1) Impacts of production facility translocation (to other countries) on the local industries.
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(Many firms in Japan and Korea with less competitive advantages translocate their production
facilities into developing countries. What impacts it leaves on the local economies and how
can local government overcome the problems.)

(2) How to enhance regional cooperation (Japan, Korea and China).
(In car industry, for example, how can the three countries can cooperate for mutual benefits of
the participating industries).

(3) Impacts of “ethics round” negotiation.
(Under pressure from US govemnment, discussion on “ethics round”, following the green round,
have already started in OECD and in World Trade Organization. The ER negotiation may be
concluded by year 2000. Once concluded, it will have big impacts on the performance of
business firms in Japan and Korea and other developing countries.) in the Region (Japan, Korea,
China).

4. Suggestion:

(1) Publicity and involvement of business community : My impression is that
RIEB could make far more and practical contribution to the business community especially in
Kobe and Osaka arcas.  Hosting or organizing public seminars for the business community in
the areas and for business policy makers would be very useful. It can develop executives
training programmes (14 weeks) with a view to enhance visions and managerial capabilities of
business leaders. Many universities in USA successfully run such programmes, which are
useful in 1) providing opportunities for business executives to broaden their visions, 2)
publicizing RIEB’s works and help RIEB researchers establish contacts with business
community, and  3) supplementing financial resources of RIEB,

(2) Consultancy services : Local govemments or industry associations need
researches and advices on policy issues. RIEB could solicit actively such consultancy work
and provide the required services.  Such consultancy services will make RIEB’s contribution
more practical and will help establish closer policy level contacts with local govemments and
business community.
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Yuji [jiri  Professor
Graduate School of Industrial Administration, Camegie-Mellon University

My relationship with RIEB started in 1988 when Professor Isao Nakano on the faculty of
RIEB kindly invited me for a visit under a grand from the Japan Society for the Promotion of
Science. [ stayed for a month in May 1988, during which I interacted with many faculty
members of RIEB as well as with faculty members in other schools I visited under
arrangements made by Professor Nakano. Since then, I visited RIEB again in 1990,
participated in Kobe Forum I in 1991 organized by Professor Nakano, and participated in Kobe
Forum II in 1995 organized by Professor Yamaji. My visits to RIEB have always been
academically productive and socially enjoyable, thanks, in particular, to the intellectual
interactions with Professors Nakano and Yamaji and their hospitality.

[ have been most impressed by Professor Nkano’s research and his scholastic orientation
in carrying out research.  Our joint efforts resulted in a publication, “Generalization of Cost-or-
Market Valuation,” which was published as the lead article (pp. 1-11) of the September 1989
issue of Accounting Horizons, which is one of the three major journals of the American
Accounting Association. This research was initiated by Professor Nakano based on his
interest in broadening the traditional concepts of asset valuation. I had very productive
interactions with Professor Nakano throughout this project, inspiring each other with new ideas.
In the end, we came up with a new concept that extends the essence of the traditional cost-or-
market method into a more general concept of asset and liability valuation.

Professor Nakano’s publications are generally full of originality. In particular, his
theory of accounting as a mechanism for resolving distrust is a highly innovative theory looking
at the traditional accounting concepts from their opposite and complementary perspective.
Such challenges launched by Professor Nakano at the fundamental aspects of accounting are
very stimulating and refreshing.  In addition, the breadth of his research should also be pointed
out as his publications cover a diverse field of accounting and go beyond the traditional
discipline of accounting.

[ also enjoyed my interaction with Professor Nakano in organizing Kobe Forum I held in

November 1991.  Professor Nakano and I jointed developed the program and did all the
editorial work together to publish two proceedings of the Forum, one in Japanese, Kigyou Kodo
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to Joho, published by Dobunkan in1992, and another in English, Business Behavior and
Information, published by Camegie Mellon University Press in 1992.  Three faculty members
from RIEB (Professors Shimomura, Yamaji, and Yoshihara) and four from Carmegie Mellon
University (Professors Ijiri, McGuire, Melone and Sunder) along with one from Hitotsubashi
University (Professor Itami who received his doctorate from Camegie Mellon University)
made presentations. A number of professors from various schools (including Professor Ikawa
of RIEB) served as commentators.

I would like to emphasize the fact that through the work on Kobe Forum 1, I became very
much aware of Professor Nakano’s administrative abilities and determination in organizing a
research forum including fund-raising, which are indispensable for running any top-rated
research institution.

Although I am somewhat less familiar with Professor Yamaji’s research than 1 do with
Professor Nakano’s, I think Professor Yamaji has made significant research contributions, in
particular in the area of accounting information disclosure. His underlying theory is that
accounting is not just for communicating between the firm and its shareholders but also for
communicating between the firm and the “stakeholders” which covers a wide variety of
constituencies in the society. As proofs of his theory, Professor Yamaji has presented many
facts and observations from the history of accounting information disclosure practice in the U.S.
and other countries. Even as early as the nineteenth century, Professor Yamaji emphasizes,
accounting information disclosure in U.S. had achieved much broader influence upon the
public than just shareholders. His perspective of accounting information disclosure is now
getting to be much more popular than the time when he first proposed it in the early 1980s.
The effect of globalization in the Internet age, his theory will have even broader applicability in
the international environment, where stakeholders are now spread throughout the world.

Going beyond these two professors who publish regularly in the field of accounting, I
had a good opportunity to review in detail papers presented by Professors Kazuo Shimomura
and Hideki Yoshihara of RIEB at Kobe Forum I mentioned above, through the editing work
with Professor Nakano for the above book published by Camegie Mellon University Press. |
became fully aware of the analytical elegance of Professor Shimomura’s paper and the
empirical insightfulness of Professor Yoshihara’s paper. While in sharp contrast in
methodology, they both contributed significantly to our understanding of business behavior and
information.
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I have also been impressed by the high academic standards of RIEB and its faculty
members in general.  From Trend Data of RIEB Academic Activities in 1986-95, it is evident
that the publication and seminar activities at RIEB have increased considerably in the recent
years in spite of the fact that the size of RIEB has remained relatively constant in the past ten
years: In addition, the rate of publications by RIEB faculty members has been high
throughout the above period.

In summary, it is my view that Research Institute for Economics and Business
Administration is an excellent research institute which maintains high academic standards,
promotes a good mix of theoretical and empirical research problems, and generates an
increasing amount of activities in spite of its relatively stable size. I am very much honored to
have been associated with the Institute.

50



T.S. Mervyn Jones  Professor
Swangy Institute of High Education

May I make a number of general points before answering specifically your questions on
research activities at RIEB. All academic research has a number of inherent difficulties from

the standpoint of evaluation.

1. What standards / criteria may research activities be evaluated against e.g.

(D) Learned papers of international standing;

) Books of intemational standing;

3 Papers presented at international conferences:

@) The known / accepted standard of scholars within a given field.

2. Is the evaluation to be based on Domestic or International contributions of the
researchers?

3. How evident is that the research activities are filtering down to the post-graduate and
undergraduate levels?

4. How relevant is the academic research to both pure theoretical or pragmatic ends?

5. Is quantitative analysis of sophisticated data sources using mathematical formulae to be
more valued than the application of more qualitative techniques to complex questions -
e.g. the life style dynamic, sustainability, or car usage.

Now to your answer directly

1. T'have known Professor Konishi for around sixteen years and we have exchanged

leamed papers from time to time. His research interests are wide and fringe on projects I have
been involved in namely socio-economic impact of Tourism in Vietnam and Haine** Island -
PRC. Also we have a mutually concem for the academic development of vocational type
courses - Tourism, Transport Management. The “Theme Park’ project seemed a most suitable
Joint project when conceived a couple of years ago.

2. Clearly RIEB has long traditions domestically. Its current reputation and recognition
within Japan is assured. As far as [ am able to judge only Medicine and Engineering within
Kobe University have produced ‘more’ publications i.€. internationally.  In short the numbers
and quality of publications would seem reasonable as evidenced by the MIS section.

RIEB activities such as seminars, conferences and research meetings as well as the
encouragement of Post Graduate students seem standard practice as would be expected.
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3. I'will be leaving my present institution at the age of 64 years but will retumn as a Visiting
Fellow in residence to my former college Brookes University.  As the Department of Urban
Planning has a No.5 research rating (the highest attainable from HEFC Higher Education
Funding Council) and also has a very wide ranging teaching programmes. [ would suggest a
flow of 1 or 2 postgraduate students to undertake MSc Mphil or Ph.D. in Socio-Economic-
Impact type studies and a three month to six month joint comparative research project with a
senior academic every 4 or 5 years. A formal linkage between Brookes University and the
RIEB could well be a longer term goal.

4. I would wish to make the following two comments, not in any way as a criticism, but
simply to be constructive in the spirit of your invitation.

(1) As a non specialist of MIS or Business Administration, [ would wish to know
the leading academic journals (I) worldwide and (II) in Japan - in these disciplines. An
appendix in your ‘Review of Research Activities’ listing say up to a maximum of 6 of the
relevant top publications in each discipline would have enabled me to judge the qualitative
significance of the publications listed by RIEB staff.

) During my too short stay in Kobe (where incidentally I have been most
happy) I have been able to identify what may be considered as quite important questions,
worthy of academic concemn: 1. What is Kobe’s long term future as a major port in the South
Pacific Rim. 2. How will the rising importance of Pussan (Korea) and Kaohsiung Taiwan
have their effects?

How viable is an international airport sited on Port Island? ~ ‘Status symbol’ or part of a
long term strategy for airports in Japan?

3) Post the Hanshin Earthquake, what lessons are there to be leamt for decision
making in such a crisis situation? What organizational structures need to be in place? Can

some theory of risk management be applied?
Admittedly these observations are based towards my own academic interests and training;

Urban Development (UCL) and Transport Planning (Imperial College) but also as a graduate
of Economics they have relevance [ believe.
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Prof. Winston W. Chang
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Univ. at Buffalo, State Univ. of New York
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Australia - Japan Research Centre

The Australian National Univ.
Prof. Chung Hoon Lee

Department of Economics, Univ. of Hawaii
Dr. George Lee

US - Soviet Institute, San Francisco State Univ.
Prof. Ngo Van Long

Department of Economics, McGill Univ.

Prof. James Mak
Department of Economics, Univ. of Hawai

Prof. Peter H. Smith
CILAS, Univ. of California San Diego
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Management Centre King’s College London
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56



(1) —2 WrR# 74— FEESE  (Anonymous)

B 1

1. It has been my privilege to be associated with the Research Institute for many years, in
receiving researchers from the Institute on research exchange at the Australian National
University and as one of the first foreign professors at the Institute appointed under the
program established in the late 1980s.

2. (i) The Institute has a very solid research output.  Senior staff have made a significant
contribution in the major fields of research which the Institute seeks to cover and there is
evidence of steady growth in the quantity of research produced and its quality. My
Judgment is that the strength of the research resource at the Institute (both in terms of research
personnel and research infrastructure) could receive better recognition and I make some
suggestions under (3) and (4) below about how this might be achieved. A significant
proportion of research output is already published in foreign languages. It is also important
to build up publications of outside refereed books and papers, although a research institute
like RIEB must husband its primary work through its own core publications of books and
jounals. This is a difficult dilemma. It is, therefore, important to the strength of its
publications program to make outside refereeing an integral part of the publications process
and to provide incentives to publish widely as well as in quality outlets. There may be ways
of doing this by allocating some research and conference funding on the basis of publications
performance.  We use a system of this kind to allocate some research funding at the
Australian National University.

(i1) RIEB has been associated with some very important research initiatives over the last two
decades, especially the initiatives in research on Australia, and the Asia Pacific economies.
This is clearly a field in which Kobe has the research infrastructure and strengths to excel
internationally.  Building upon what has already been achieved it should be relatively easy
to do this. A number of steps would assist this task. Deepening the established network of
international research collaboration is important. In and era of exploding opportunities for
electronic storing and sharing of research information, it will also be important to link in with
resources on-line from other research institutes around the region to keep up in this field.
There is no point in reinventing information bases when they are obtainable more cheaply
elsewhere. There will also be on-line demand for Kobe’s considerable information-base,
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especially that on Japanese corporate activities. What has been done thus far in making
these resources accessible is a good beginning, but is just the beginning.

(iii) There have been some notably successful joint research programs (for example, with my

own university, and with some United States and Latin American institutions). Major
international conferences are not a large feature of the RIEB program, however, and it may be
possible to build up this facet of RIEB’s work up.  This can only be done successfully if
conference activity is related to the Institute’s core research activities and exchanges.
Otherwise, conference activities become a potentially wasteful diversion of research
resources. The best approach might be to determine a medium term program with one or
two overseas institutes and build broader international participation in conference and
research activity around that.  This will be an even more competitive business in the future
than it has been in the past.

(iv) The quality of the seminar and conference program at the Institute is high and has
considerable international standing, Maintaining the steady stream of quality visitors is a
key to success in this work and RIEB has an exceptionally good tradition in this respect.

3. Ibelieve that there is considerable scope for strengthening research exchange and longer
term research cooperation between RIEB and the ANU. The ANU has a strong base for
research in fields on the Asia Pacific economy which are complementary to those at Kobe
RIEB. There should be routine exchanges between the two institutions. For example,
there could be routine participation by Kobe researchers in our annual series of international
conferences on the Asia Pacific economies. There is renewed scope for defining a research
program — over the next 3-5 years — in which both could cooperate with other
institutions on various aspects of our programs of research on the Asia Pacific economy.
There are also opportunities for sharing research infrastructure.

4. Some suggestions are set out in (1) to (3) above. The demography of the Institute’s staff,
new research priorities, and changing research technologies will open up new challenges and
opportunities for RIEB over the coming decade. Engaging quality young staff will certainly
require outside recruitment as older staff retire. This suggests an interest in graduate
research exchange with institutions such as ours and the major US institutions with which
links have been developed, as well as those in East Asia. One way in which RIEB might
build its interational research profile is to contemplate the possibility of a small International
Research Advisory Board. The Board could assist with advice on new research priorities
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and programs and establish an even stronger intemational image for Kobe RIEB. It would
not need to be an elaborate or costly exercise but it could be very valuable and provide in-
built external review.
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EE 2

My relationship with RIEB arises from my tenure as the Visiting Professor at the Institute
between September 1995 and March 1996. While at RIEB, 1 was working with Professor
Hideki Yoshihara and Dr Huang Lin on “Japanese Investment in China”. The Visiting
Professorship was an excellent opportunity for me, as a foreign researcher on the Japanese
economy, to work and study in Japan, and I would hope that the scheme will continue. [
would also hope that the influx of foreign researchers brings commensurate benefits for the
staff of the Institute. Indeed, I think there would be great benefits for RIEB not only from
extending the Visiting Professor scheme but also by increasing the numbers of foreign faculty
on permanent (three-year) contracts. [ was delighted with the level of research support that I
received at the Institute, both financially and in terms of research, library and other staft.  As
someone coming from the cash-starved UK university system, this was certainly a pleasant
experience. [ would also like to pay tribute to the help and encouragement of my colleagues,
Professor Yoshihara and Dr Huang Lin.

As regards the research activities of RIEB, the Institute has a well-deserved reputation
both in Japan and abroad. I notice that there has been an attempt to focus these activities on
certain themes, and this process could perhaps be taken further. It is difficult to achieve an
international reputation across a wide variety of research activities when the number of staff is
quite small. 'The quantity of publications by RIEB staff is certainly impressive, but many are
in in-house journals and the numbers in major international journals is relatively low overall.
As someone who does not read or write Japanese, [ feel slightly embarrassed to recommend
that greater efforts be made to publish work in the major English-language international
journals, but this would certainly enhance the reputation of RIEB both within Japan and
abroad.

I was impressed by the numbers of speakers, both Japanese and foreign, who were
invited to present seminars at the Institute, but rather surprised and disappointed at the level of
staff attendance. Often there were only 4-5 people at each seminar, which I feel may have
been rather discouraging to the speakers. Certainly, I was disappointed at the attendance at
the seminar I presented at the end of my stay: at my own institution, a seminar by the Visiting
Professor would be compulsory for all staff. A greater focus of the research activities would
help boost attendance though even now, for example, attendance by economists at the
Intemational Business seminars and vice versa should be encouraged.
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I would welcome future interaction between RIEB and my own institusion though, at
present, | am really the only staff member at King’s with a research interest in the Japanese
economy (though we do have an Asia-Pacific research group). A formal link might not
therefore be appropriate at the present time, though I would hope to maintain my
collaboration with Professor Yoshihara, maybe by running a conference on “Japanese
investment in China” sometime in 1997 and maybe by applying for future research funding
from outside bodies (e.g. the EU).  Such joint initiatives between RIEB staff and outsiders
would certainly enhance the reputation of the Institute.

In summary, therefore, I would make the following recommendations with a view to
enhancing the contribution and reputation of RIEB as a research center for economics and
management:

a greater focusing of research activities.

recruitment of foreign scholars on permanent (three-year) contracts.
continuation of the Visiting Professor scheme.

greater participation of RIEB staff at internal seminars and conferences.
greater encouragement for staff to publish in the major English-language
Journals.

greater encouragement for RIEB staff to apply for research funds from foreign
grant-awarding bodies (e.g. the EU).
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HE 3

I visited RIEB in the summer of 1992 and enjoyed very much the academic
environments and colleagues at your institution. The visit produced a book that I co-edited
with Seiichi Katayama entitled /mperfect Competition in International Trade, published by
Kluwer Academic Publishers.

From the materials that you sent me, I think the overall research productivity of academic
staffs is impressive.  Since 1992, your number of academic staffs has trended down, but the
total annual numbers of published academic papers have trended up.  One notable feature is
a sharp increase in the number of published discussion papers by RIEB staffs in the past two
years. An overwhelming majority of these published discussion papers are written in
English.  Another notable feature is the increased activities in presentations at academic
societies and associations, as well as at symposia and conferences.

One obvious point for the future of your Institute is to increase the size of the researchers.
From your staff table, the capacity for professor and associate professor is 28, but is now
filled with only 18. With the goal of covering two main areas of research (international
economics and business management) and five Research Sections, the present size of
research staff is not large enough to yield a critical mass for each Section. If the present
structure is to be maintained, the Institute should have a very strong argument for increasing
its research personnel.

There is a question of what is the optimal organizational structure of the Institute.
Overall, one gets the impression that the Institute is a power house in the areas of international
economics and international business, since a majority of the research staff is in these areas.
This has the advantage of being more specialized, but could suffer from non-diversity,
particularly lacking in the basic areas of micro and macro and economics. Of course, in an
institute that has only a limited capacity number of research personnel, a move toward
diversification may erode the existing concentration strength. Which direction to develop
with regard to the future organizational structure of the Institute is a subject worth serious
considerations by all members of the Institute.

To make RIEB more visible to the international academic community, one possible

approach is to promote a first-rate journal published by the Institute. If I understand it
correctty, Kobe Economic and Business Review now serves mainly as an outlet for the

62



Institute’s own annual reporting papers. It would be ideal if a new journal could be launched
or if the existing Review could be oriented toward a journal for worldwide submission and
circulation.  To build it up, one would need a dedicated editorial board and an allotted
budget, possibly for use as prizes for best articles. [ believe a world-renowned journal out of
Kobe would be an important venue for its international status and reputation.
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HE 4

1. Relationship with RIEB

As director of the Center for Iberian and Latin American Studies at UCSD, I was co-
organizer (with Professor Shoji Nishijima on behalf of RIEB) of a multiyear project on
“Regional Integration in the Americas and the Pacific Rim” that led to a conference at RIEB
in March 1994 and that has resulted in book publications in Japanese and English (with
editions forthcoming in Spanish and Portuguese). Our funding came from CILAS, RIEB,
the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, and the Center for Global Partnership.

Also [ was offered the opportunity to be a Visiting Research Fellow at RIEB during
January-March 1994, but was unable to accept the invitation due to family problems.

2. Research Activities at RIEB
(1) Quality and quantity are very impressive. This is a highly productive research center.
(2) Principal contributions appear to be in the areas of economic theory, regional integration,
and economic performance in Japan and the Asia-Pacific region. It might be useful to
extend the research agenda to include other major world actors, such as the People’s Republic
of China, the European Union, and the United States.
(3) Contributions to academic conferences and the academic community are very strong.
RIEB’s willingness to host our own meeting in March 1994 gave major impetus to our
project.
(4) Our co-sponsored project was highly successful. The English-language version of our
book, just published by Westview Press, contains chapters by contributors from Europe,
Latin America, the United States, Japan, and other Asian-Pacific countries (the Japanese-
language version is somewhat shorter, in order to enable publication prior to the APEC
meetings in Osaka). It also reflects a dedicated effort at interdisciplinary collaboration. The
resulting volume is unique and up-to-date, and is already attracting considerable interest from
economists, political scientists, and specialists on international relations.
(5) I'amnot in a position to comment on seminars and conferences in general. With regard
to our own meeting, we were sorry to discover that there were very few students from Kobe
University in attendance, RIEB might give some thought to its relationship to the University
community at large.

3. Future Interactions with UCSD

Our joint project was a model of collaboration : It began with a personal partnership
between Professor Nishijima and myself, and we were then able to engage our respective
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centers in the enterprise.  Formation of individual contacts is an indispensable starting point
for efforts of this sort.

4. Future Directions
As implied above, three suggestions come to mind
(1) Expand the research agenda to include other major actors in the world economy,
(2) Strengthen relationships with Kobe University, especially in regard to seminars and
conferences, and
(3) As occasions warrant, continue to engage political scientists, sociologists, and scholars
from other disciplines who can address the sociopolitical causes and consequences of
economic change.

[ must conclude by saying that my association with RIEB has been a pleasure and a privilege.

[ am grateful for the opportunity to work closely with Professors Nishijima and Abe. and with
other colleagues at the Institute.
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HE 5

1. I was a visiting scholar at RIEB for seven months in 1990 (June-December 1990), and I
was instrumental in establishing an exchange program between the Department of
Economics at the University of Hawaii at Manoa and RIEB.

2. It is difficult for me to judge the quality of publications by the RIEB faculty since most of
them are published in Japanese and I have little knowledge of Japanese. Some of the papers
are published, however, in English and in foreign journals, and many of them seem to have
passed a high level of the referring process. (If RIEB is to establish its reputation outside
Japan as well as within Japan it will have to publish more of its work in joumnals published
outside Japan and / or establish its own joumal in English such as the Hitotsubashi Journal of
Economics and the Developing Economies.)

Many of the RIEB faculty members have been highly productive in terms of the quantity
of research publications and have also been very active in seminar and conference activities.
(By the way, I would not list a Ph.D. dissertation as a book publication!) Too many of the
faculty publications are, however, in-house publications, and this creates a perception
problem regarding their quality. It is my opinion that, whether fair or not, in-house
publications are generally viewed by outsiders as inferior in quality. Some of these
publications may be, however, of very high quality, but because of this general suspicion they
probably do not receive the recognition that they may deserve.

One thing that stands out in the RIEB publication report is that there seems to be little
institutional focus on research activities. They are mostly carried out individually on topics
ranging very widely and thus appear no different from the publication list of a typically
productive economics department of a university. If this impression is correct, one might
question the basic purpose of the institution. Is it to be like a university economics
department but without the teaching obligation? Or is it to be a research institute with a
vision or specific mission of its own?

3. We have had individual faculty exchanges, and I believe that both sides have benefited
from the exchanges. If we are to go beyond this program we will need to establish some
common projects in which both sides have a keen interest.

4. Regarding the future direction of RIEB, my suggestion is that RIEB first establish an

institutional vision and its activities be more focused, concentrating its resources in carrying
them out.  Otherwise, RIEB will be no different from any other university departments
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except for the fact that its faculty members do not have the teaching obligation. Its
reputation will be then judged on the basis of the output of individual researchers and not the
output of the institution. In that case, questions may be raised regarding the raison d’etre of
the institution.
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1. RIEB, through Dr. Shigeyuki Abe, invited to participate in a conference in Spring 1996.

2. RESAECH ACTIVITIES

(1) A. Quantity of publications - for a research institute with your number of professionals,
the quantity of publications is impressive at least in the top 10% of similar institutes in the
world.

B. Quality of publications - Not having read the publications, I cannot judge the quality
of publications.
(2) Contributions to the discipline : RIEB has provided many papers to further the
understanding of economics / business conditions in Japan.  Your other area studies, such as
in Latin America and South America, in addition to Asia, also seems excellent.  Your
general theoretical and empirical studies are also voluminous. The apparent depth and width
of your research activities is excellent, since the natural tendency of most institutes is to
concentrate only on the parochial interests of the immediate community and audience. This
problem, prevalent in the US, China and Japan, slows down the flow of economic / business
knowledge in our shrinking world.
(3) Contribution to academic conferences and academic community : RIEB has taken a
leadership role in holding and participating in academic conferences. 1 have already
benefited from RIEB’s activities.
(4) Quality of joint research project :  The papers of the other participants in RIEB’s Spring
1996 conference covered a wide scope of subjects, adding to our knowledge about recent
world events’ effect on Asian economies.
(5) T enjoyed very much the RIEB’s Spring 1996 conference and look forward to the
upcoming conference in Bangkok in October 1996.

3. TI'would like closer cooperation between our U.S.-Soviet Institute and RIEB.  Working on
some joint programs or projects related to post-communist reforms through the Asian
Development Bank would be an area beneficial to both our institute and RIEB.  Short-term
exchange programs are also possible.

4. Since post-communist business and economic reforms, I believe, will be a key world
economic issue of the next several decades and since the future of many Asia’s export-
dependent economies will be significantly affected by the success / failure of post-communist
reforms, this is an area worthy of much effort. I recommend that RIEB, like the U.S.-Soviet
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institute, participate in these reforms rather than just study them. If we can bring about or
assist in successful post-communist business and economic reforms, our reputation and more
importantly our contribution to society would be substantial.

Comment : This is an useful survey. I especially want to thank all RIEB’s members,
including Dr. Ishigaki and Dr. Abe, for giving me the opportunity to attend your Spring 1996
conference. On a personal basis, I want to thank Dr. Abe and his staff for their
understanding and making of arrangements for my family emergency during the conference.
While Dr. Abe and I have not worked together since our days at the University of Hawaii, I
am most impressed and delighted at his academic and research accomplishments.
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1. Thave been a visiting professor at RIEB.

2. Evaluation of RIEB’s research activities:
(1) Tam very impressed by the quality and quantity of publications in the 1990-1995 period.
(2) In the areas of economic theory, labour economics, regional and international economics,
the publications by RIEB are of a very high standard. ( I am not able to judge research in
other areas.)
(3) RIEB’s professors and other academic staff have contributed significantly to academic
conferences and the academic community.
(4) T have been a co-author of several articles that appear in RIEB’s list of publications.
They meet the standard required by well known international journals.
(5) RIEB has held many conferences, seminars, and research meetings, some of which I have
participated in. [ am very impressed with their high quality.

3. T'would suggest that RIEB consider an exchange program with foreign institutions.
4. For further enhancement of RIEB’s reputation, I would recommend that RIEB organize

short “summer schools” such as the ones organized by the Kiel Institute of World Economics
in Germany (see its advertisement in the magazine The Economist).
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Thank you for your letter dated July 8, 1996 requesting my evaluation of RIEB.
Although my visits to RIEB have been brief  a one-week visit in November of 1994 and a
brief workshop held during March of this year [ have been very fortunate to have had
continuing working relationships with several of the RIEB faculty members, especially
Professors Kazuhiro Igawa, Shigeyuki Abe, Robert McCleery and Shoji Nishijima during the
past couple of years.

This working relationship extends beyond myself to a much larger formal working
agreement entered a few years ago between RIEB and the Department of Economics at the
University of Hawaii-Manoa.  Under this agreement, staff members at RIEB and at the
Department of Economics, University of Hawaii have made frequent visits to each other’s
institutions under the generous funding from a research program entitled Roles of Japan and
the United States in Promoting Growth in Asia. In these visits, research papers were always
presented and discussed and future joint research topics were explored.

My most recent visit to RIEB in March, 1996 was to participate in a workshop to present
and discuss different country perspectives on Asian economic development and trade issues.
My assignment was to present the U.S. perspective; others presented perspectives from
Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, Russia and China.  This exchange of views is extremely
valuable, as it became quite obvious that perspectives differed substantially from country to
country. The participants came away with a much better understanding of trade and
development issues in the Pacific Rim.. I can only hope that more of these types of
workshops can be organized in the future and their results summarized and published so they
can be read by both scholars and laymen.

My visits to RIEB have led to the current co-operative effort between Prof. Abe, Igawa,
Prof. Shyam Sunder (a visitor to RIEB from Camegie Mellon University) and myself to edit
a book of short papers explaining Japanese economic institutions.  This book has elicited
participation of Profs. Nishijima and McCleery from RIEB and other faculty members
Susumu Hondai, Naoki Mitani, Toshiki Jinushi, and Keizo Nagatani from Kobe University,
as well as my own colleagues at the University of Hawaii. We expect to have this book
finished by the fall of 1996.

In conclusion, my general observation of RIEB is that it has a strong research faculty and
outstanding facilities. The RIEB library is a pleasure to work in; its staff, wonderfully

71



efficient and helpful.  The computer facilitics at RIEB are constantly being upgraded: soon,
it will be top notch.  The office staff is very supportive.  While [ have yet to see a mission
statement for the institute, it is apparent that there is strong interest among the economics staff
to focus on trade and development issues in the Pacific Rim.  Perhaps this focus should be
given more formal recognition which should help give the Institute a clearer sense of
direction, outside identity, and recognition.
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1 EREHEY > 7 — FIAEERA

(1) #goisesm) 7 > 7 — iR

Professor XXXXX
University of XXXX
<Address>
June 1%, 1996
Dear Professor XXXX:

The Research Institute for Economics and Business Administration (RIEB) at Kobe University
has begun a project to improve its research activities and organization. ~As a starting point, we
are trying to gain evaluations of RIEB from various perspectives. One of the critical aspects of
this process is to receive evaluations and input from outside professors and researchers like you.
We would appreciate it if you could give us your evaluation, comments and suggestions
regarding RIEB by completing the attached questionnaire. A committee consisting of only
outside people will use your evaluation when it writes up a final evaluation report.

If possible, we would like to receive your evaluation within three weeks. As noted in the
questionnaire, your responses will remain anonymous, so we hope you will freely give us your
candid opinions.  If you have any questions about this, please do not hesitate to contact me
directly. Thank you for understanding the importance of this evaluation to us, and we
appreciate your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Kenichi Ishigaki

Director
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Questionnaire Survey

Instructions:

1. Please evaluate the specific area of research activities at RIEB with which you are familiar.
You do not have to consider the entire organization of RIEB.

2. Inthe final report, we will not quote your name; your responses will remain anonymous.
Further, your evaluation will not be seen by any faculty members who are not on the evaluation
project team.

3. The focus of this evaluation is not on individuals. You are not expected to write
individual names in your evaluation. You are welcome, however, to address details of
research activities.

4. We expect you to point out both positive and negative aspects.

5. You are not restricted to the question format below. However, we would appreciate it if
you could cover as many of the points in your evaluation as possible.

6. The length of the report is flexible. ~As a rough guideline, we expect evaluations to be
within three pages.

Questions

What is your relationship with RIEB?  For example:

Area(s) of research at RIEB you are familiar with?

The number of faculty members whose research you are familiar with?

In residence of RIEB as a Visiting Professor or Researcher?

Co-researcher with RIEB faculty members?

Familiar with faculty members through academic conferences and other activities?
Since when?

A B B B B B "~

How do you evaluate RIEB researchers in terms of publications? For example:
Quality and quantity of publications, including books and papers?
Contribution to a specific area of academic study?

3. How do you evaluate their contribution to academic conferences and the academic
community? For example:

B Quality and frequency of participation in academic conferences?

®  Contribution to academic cbmmunity?

B Contributon to a specific area of academic study?
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4. How do you evaluate their interactions (joint study, etc.) with external researchers?
5. How do you evaluate the academic activities such as seminars, conferences, and research
meetings that RIEB coordinates or holds?

6. How do you evaluate RIEB’s facilities such as offices, meeting rooms, library,
Documentation Center, and Computer Center?

7. Please make any suggestions regarding the way future interactions with your institute
should be handled or structured?

8. Please make suggestions regarding the future direction of RIEB as a research center for
economics and management?

Thank you very much for your cooperation.
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