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“De-Exoticizing Japan: An Osakan Perspective on
Cultural Tdentity”

“As we contemplate the culture of Osaka, we need to
keep the invented traditions of the
squarely in our sights. For it is in resistance to the
cultural claims of the metropole that
Osakans have invented traditions of their own. The
ringing rhetoric of multiculturalism to the contrary,
Osakan culture is no more natural than the Tokyo
culture it rejects. No less than the national culture
that Tokyo is said to represent, the local culture
embraced by Osakans is a complex amalgam of customs
and traditions whose roots are not to be discovered in
the soil of ancient Naniwa but in the politics of
culture of the modern nation-state.” (] +~A &)
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